
OFFICE OF THE

Vice President Operations & Finance

Date: 02/11/2021
To: Students’ Union Council
Re: Vice President Operations & Finance 2020/21 Report #14

Dear Council,

Hello Hello! I hope you’ve all been keeping well. I know I
always say this, but time is truly flying by. I can’t believe we’re
at the end of October. I hope you’ve all survived the midterm
season and are looking forward to reading week!

We were in Vancouver all last week for the Student Union
Development Summit (SUDS), which was a great opportunity
to meet our counterparts from different schools, make
connections, and learn about how other Student Unions
operate. We also got to take part in some really interesting
personal development sessions and workshops. It was my first
time in Vancouver, and I fell in love with the city. Catch me in
Vancouver in a few months.

I’ve continued to plan for Black History Month and for the
launch of the Bulk Foods section in SUBmart. Other than that,
here’s what I’ve been up to:

Campus Food Bank
The U of A Bookstore Fall Campus Food Bank Fundraiser raised over $3000, exceeding their
initial goal of $1000. The Daily Grind, SUBMart, and SUBPrint all participated in the
fundraiser. All the proceeds from the fundraiser will go directly towards providing food for
students facing food insecurity. Initiatives like this are crucial as demand for food hampers
continues to rise as we feel the lingering economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and
post-secondary cuts. The last month has been the busiest month for the Campus Book
Bank.
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SCF Green Fund
We closed our first round of SCF Green Fund applications last week. We’re looking forward
to starting adjudications in the next couple of weeks. We finalized our adjudication process
at the start of the semester, so I’m looking forward to beginning the process. I thought I
would give you a rundown on the communications that went out:

● We posted information about the SCF Green Fund application and application
deadline in the Student Group Services Newsletter, Student Digest, and
Switchboard.

● Individual groups that mentioned environmental or social sustainability in their
descriptions on Bearden were emailed directly with information about the fund.

● We had multiple posts on social media and posters around SUB.
● An information session on the SCF Green Fund was held during Sustainability

Awareness Week.

Unfortunately, we didn’t get as many applications as we had hoped for this round, but we
have two more rounds of applications this year so fingers crossed!

COFA Administration and Finance Committee
This year, I’m chairing the COFA Administration and Finance Committee. The Committee is
one of the three subcommittees of the Senior Board. Its purpose is to advise the Students’
Union on the financial oversight of faculty associations and the management of their
membership fees. It is typically attended by the VP Finance (or equivalents) of each FA.
Starting this month, we will be holding monthly PD sessions. Last month, I sent out a
survey to all the committee members to determine what PD sessions and workshops
everyone would be interested in. Using that information, we put together a list of sessions
that we will be holding this year.  This week we had a presentation about Audit and the
Auditing process.

If you have any questions about this report or any of my projects, feel free to reach out. As
always, I’m always down to grab a coffee and chat :)

All the best,

Emily
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